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It has been a busy start to this ninth 
year of our little company, and as 
the freshly minted Chair of Blue Cow 
Theatre it is certainly exciting to be in 
the thick of the action.

In 2019/20, we are spreading our 
wings (if a cow can spread its wings?) 
to more regularly make and present 
invigorating theatre for audiences 
right across Tasmania.

We will of course continue to give 
opportunities to local performing arts 
practitioners to work in their home 
state, and to develop more of our 
local writers.

It is a platform, afforded to us largely 
by the Tasmanian Government and 
one that we feel extremely privileged 
to be on.

We are lucky to have meaningful 
partnerships with Tasmanian 
businesses who believe in what we do 
and allow us to support their brands 
and in turn support us.

The Mighty 300, our individual donors 
who are vital to the work of the 
company, continue to support us, for 
which we are very grateful.

I would like to thank the Blue 
Cow board, whose passion and 
professionalism have helped guide us 
to where we are now.  

I’d especially like to thank our 
outgoing Chair John Xintavelonis 
who has led the company through 
enormous change these past two 
years.

We welcome a new General Manager, 
Lucinda Toynbee Wilson, who comes 
from a strong background in Festivals 
and performing arts production 
and management. Lucinda joins our 
Artistic Director Robert Jarman in 
sharing both a passion for bold new 
work and an excitement for the future 
of Blue Cow Theatre

Adrian Smith 
Chair
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Blue Cow Theatre  
in association with  
Siren Theatre Co presentsnothing

“Guaranteed to throw even those 
with bucketloads of conviction 

and life purpose into an existential 
crisis. It’s fantastic.” - Manchester 

Theatre Awards



“It’s all a waste of time,” a boy shouts 
from a plum tree. “In a few years you’ll 
all be dead!”

Desperate to persuade their smug 
tree-dwelling friend, Pierre Anthon, 
that life isn’t pointless, a group of 
teenagers gather all the objects that 
are important to them to create a 
“heap of meaning”: green sandals, 
a bike, a pet, Jesus on a cross, 
Cinderella the dog. It seems there 
is nothing in the world that doesn’t 
mean something to someone. The 
ruder Pierre is to his friends, the more 
extreme their collecting becomes …

Things and beliefs come to define us. 
Who are we without them? Are we 
really “nothing”?

A cast of two actors – Jane Hamilton-
Foster (Shit, Eight Gigabytes…) and 
Josef Ber (Mamma Mia, Rush, Bell 
Shakespeare) – create the whole world 
of the village, the school and the 
teenagers in this Australian premiere 
of the internationally acclaimed 
Danish play, Nothing, directed by one 
of Australia’s most innovative and 
dynamic theatre-makers, Kate Gaul. 

This project was assisted through  
Arts Tasmania by the Minister for the Arts

nothing
nothing

Playwright: 
Pelle Koppel, adapted from  
the novel by Janne Teller  
Director & Designer: 
Kate Gaul
Lighting Designer: 
Greg Thompson
Composer & Sound Designer:  
Dylan Sheridan
With:   
Jane Hamilton-Foster and Josef Ber

Produced by Blue Cow Theatre in 
association with Siren Theatre Co

Peacock Theatre, Salamanca Arts 
Centre, Hobart.
10 – 20 April 2019



Blue Cow Theatre in association with 
Three River Theatre presents

This project was assisted through  
Arts Tasmania by the Minister for the Arts

101
“You can’t separate the books from the writer; 1984 from Orwell. 

Always that gaunt, gentle, angry and endlessly controversial 
image intervenes . . . “

 – The Crystal Spirit, study of  George Orwell



101
George is in the eye of the storm. 

His wife, Eileen, has died on the operating table. George is struggling 
to raise his adopted son, but his interfering sister is bickering with the 
nanny, and there’s a new wife to woo. And he has tuberculosis.

It’s work that keeps George going. His last novel – Animal Farm – was 
a smash hit, and his publisher wants another, soon. He’s writing it in an 
abandoned farmhouse at the end of the world, across a treacherous sea. 
There he is imagining the nightmarish world of Winston and Julia, Big 
Brother and Room 101.

Developed in Blue Cow Theatre’s plays-and-playwrights development 
program, The Cowshed, 101 by Launceston playwright Cameron Hindrum 
is thrillingly alive with familial machinations, moral questions and the 
personal/political contradictions that made George Orwell an enigmatic 
icon, and “the wintry conscience of a generation.”

Playwright:  Cameron Hindrum
Director:  Robert Jarman
Lighting Designer: Chris Jackson
Composer:  Travis Hennessy

With: Fiontan Cassidy, Kerri Gay, Tia Landeg, Eliot McCann, John 
Saunders, Jane Taylor.

Produced by Blue Cow Theatre in association with Three River Theatre

Earl Arts Centre
LAUNCESTON
17 – 25 July 2019 

Peacock Theatre, Salamanca Arts Centre
HOBART
30 July – 3 August 2019



the  protecting  veil
Over the last three decades, Robert Jarman has entertained, provoked and 
captivated Australian audiences in more than a dozen solo shows. His newest 
work, The Protecting Veil, is an absorbing reflection on the power and place  
of ritual in contemporary life, and how we mark the days of our years.

Drawing on the rich ceremony and texts of Catholic and Anglican traditions, 
and threaded with gay sensibility and intriguing Renaissance Art History, Robert 
considers how rituals help people to make sense of the big life changes that we 
all go through, and how we mark the passage of our fragile bodies from birth to 
death.

An intimate experience for a maximum audience of 25, your ticket includes a 
mid-show sharing of tea and cake: a secular sacrament, a ritual of community.

Creator/Performer: Robert Jarman
Musician:  David Malone

Presented by Blue Cow Theatre.

HOBART
5 – 10 August 2019



This project was assisted through  
Arts Tasmania by the Minister for the Arts

the protecting VEIL
BLUE COW THEATRE PRESENTS

CREATOR/PERFORMER ROBERT JARMAN

“Jarman brings 
his audience into 

something more akin 
to conversation in 

this intimate piece.” – 
Sydney Morning Herald



OUT AND ABOUT
In 2019/20, Blue Cow Theatre is getting amongst it, premiering new work 
in Deloraine, Launceston and Hobart, and offering community and school 
workshops from Burnie to Dover. We set-up shop in Launceston for two months 
to rehearse and premiere 101, which we are co-producing with our good friends 
at Three River Theatre, and then bring that work to Hobart. In 2020 we venture 
further afield, moving off to Burnie for a couple of months to create a new work 
with local North-West artists, which will also tour the state. And we continue to 
work with Tasmania Performs to find longer lives for our work through Tasmanian 
and national touring.

If your community or school is interested in connecting with Blue Cow Theatre, 
contact Lucinda or Robert at hello@bluecowtheatre.com to see how we can 
work together to make something inspiring.



writing 
Blue Cow Theatre is proudly 
a playwrights’ theatre. We are 
Tasmania’s most avid investor in 
emerging and established playwrights. 
Our programs bring together 
leading industry professionals with 
exceptionally talented Tasmanian 
artists. Together they create the 
new work that inspires artists and 
audiences, and invigorates Tasmanian 
stages.

Opportunities for writers in 2019/20 
are:

The Cowshed
Now in its fifth year, our plays-and-
playwrights development program, 
the Cowshed, fosters playwrights 
across the state and indeed nationally. 
Each year, a dozen playwrights – 
emerging and mid-career – work with 
leading Australian dramaturge, Peter 
Matheson, on shaping ideas, working 
and reworking scripts, and refining 
work to production-ready drafts. 

Our 2019 production program 
includes 101 by Launceston playwright 
Cameron Hindrum, developed 
over the last three years within the 

Cowshed; several works currently in 
development are earmarked for future 
programming in 2020/21.

Future Proof the Page,   
for writers 18-25
Blue Cow Theatre is partnering with 
Australian Theatre for Young People 
(ATYP) and AustralianPlays.org to offer 
a writing studio for young, emerging 
Tasmanian playwrights aged 18-25. 

12 young Tasmanian writers will come 
together with senior artists – nationally 
recognised mentors, playwrights 
and dramaturges – for a residential 
intensive. Over five days each young 
writer will be supported to develop a 
7-10 minute play, written specifically 
for young actors. 

The 12 new works developed in 
“Future Proof the Page” will be 
melded into a single show which Blue 
Cow Theatre will produce in 2020 as 
“Future Proof the Stage”.

Applications are encouraged from 
writers aged 18-25 from all around 
Tasmania. Applications close 30 April. 
Go to bluecowtheatre.com for more 
details.



2019  TASSAL     
EDUCATION PROGRAM
 

In 2018/19, Blue Cow Theatre has teamed with leading Tasmanian company 
Tassal to provide young people in regional communities with access to vital 
creative experiences, both in their communities and in Hobart theatres.

Each school and community has different needs. Lead by our Education 
Coordinator, Claire Pendrigh, Blue Cow Theatre delivers bespoke programs 
that inspire students, support teachers, and brings theatre to schools that might 
otherwise have no opportunity for drama experiences.

These programs can also be made available to other schools and communities. 
If you have a dream for drama in your school, connect with us to find out what is 
possible!



support 
our work 
Blue Cow Theatre receives generous 
support from the Tasmanian 
Government and the Minister for the 
Arts through Arts Tasmania.

Still, theatre is heavily labor-intensive. 
Blue Cow Theatre is a fully professional 
company, and wages absorb much of 
our available funding and box-office 
income.

We need support to offer new 
programs and development 
opportunities, and to create work not 
just for today but also for tomorrow.

That’s where you come in!

Any and every donation is very 
welcome, but here’s two specific ways 
you can work with Blue Cow Theatre in 
2019/20 …

THE MIGHTY 300
These valiant supporters are the 
backbone of the company. They are 
rock-solid supporters who pledge to 
contribute $300 a year for 3 years. 

That’s a total of $900 over 3 years. It 
is “unattached money”, not given for 
any specific purpose. It gives us the 
freedom to spontaneously respond to 
opportunities and create possibilities. 

If you’d like to join The Might 300, 
visit our website. And remember, your 
donations are tax-deductible.

BUILDING THE FUTURE
On page 11 you can read about our 
young writers program – Future Proof 
– which breaks new ground in the 
development of Tasmanian theatre.

We are seeking 12 patrons to donate 
$600 each to support our 12 emerging 
writers.

Your $600 patronage will support 
one young writer to attend our 5-day 
residential writing program. The results 
of your patronage will be tangible: the 
residency will result in a production of 
new stage work in early 2020, to which 
you will be invited as a generous and 
far-sighted supporter of the program. 
And of course your donation is tax-
deductible. 

If you would like to support the Future 
Proof writers, visit our website or 
email Robert or Lucinda at hello@
bluecowtheatre.com



Blue Cow Theatre produces and 
presents invigorating theatre that is in 
touch with the times, that exhilarates 
and inspires artists, and that nourishes 
the hearts and minds of audiences.

Formed in 2010, Blue Cow Theatre’s 
aspirations were modest and short-
term, but Blue Cow has grown to be 
a small, respected regional theatre 
company with a significant national 
profile. 

Now, in addition to an annual program 
of up to 4 productions, Blue Cow 
actively supports Tasmanian actors, 
writers, technicians and theatre artists 
through a variety of development 
opportunities. Our on-going programs 
include The Cowshed, our plays and 
playwrights development program, 
and placements for emerging artists 
and technicians. In 2019/20, Blue Cow 
is partnering with Australian Theatre 
for Young People to provide extensive 
opportunities and “real world” 
experiences for young Tasmanian 
playwrights, theatre artists and actors.

Beyond Hobart, Blue Cow regularly 
tours the state and nationally. In 2019 
we are rehearsing and premiering a 
new work in Launceston, and in 2020 
shall create a new work in the North- 
 

West. Further, the generous support of 
Tasmanian company Tassal has allowed 
us to develop deep and on-going 
relationships with a number of regional 
Tasmanian schools and communities.

Blue Cow Theatre is excited by the 
future, as we continue supporting 
Tasmanian theatre artists and 
producing great stories, old and new.

BOARD
Chairperson: Adrian Smith

Members: Jason Fallscheer, Hugh 
Khull, Michael McLaughlin, Jeff Michel, 

Maryellen Salter, John Xintavelonis

STAFF
Artistic Director: Robert Jarman

General Manager: Lucinda Toynbee Wilson
Indigenous Associate Artist: Jordy Gregg

Education Program: Claire Pendrigh
Marketing: Corporate Communications

Finances: WLF

ARTIST ADVISORY PANEL
Heath Brown, Martine Delaney, Jordy 

Gregg, Guy Hooper, Tim Jarvis, Danielle 
Wood, Bella Young

Brochure design - Lisa Jekimovics & Nat Hiller
Brochure photography - Andy Wilson

 

BLUE COW THEATRE



SPONSORS AND 
SUPPORTERS

Blue Cow Theatre gratefully 
acknowledges the assistance of The 
Minister for the Arts through Arts 

Tasmania 

Our Corporate sponsors and partners
Tassal, our major education program partner, Corporate Communications, our marketing and 

promotions partner, Mercury Walch, our media partner and National Storage.

Our Partners-in-Art
Siren Theatre Co, Three River, Ten Days on the Island, Theatre Royal, Salamanca Arts Centre, 

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Australian Theatre for Young People and Australianplays.org

And our major Government partner the Tasmanian Government and Minister for the Arts 
through Arts Tasmania. 

 

thank you
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